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BOLTORIAL 
by Hal Basoa 


Felcone to the Eirst Issue of Volume Number 3 of BRACEBITS!! 
OX, so ve are sot really into oar third year of publication 
yet, but ve have been arcand for avhile nov. Sopefully 
BRACESITS will be around a lot longer. It is a new year and a 
lot of the Sardvare expected last year from Atari vill 
actually become available in 1988. Some of these are the 
double sided, double density disk drive and the 1200 bacd 
podem. Also the 80 colaan cartridge for the 8-bits has 
recently becoe available and at least one program which will 
utilize its capabilities is due oat, i.e. Atarivriter 20. 
Hopefully, other software vill be forthcoming, but don't hold 
your breath vaiting for it. As usual, software developers do 
not vant to take the tine to support the §-bit Atari. Hence, 
new software pay become scarcer this year. Mot that we have 
been overvhelned by software in recent years. 


Software developers still claia that the main reason they are 
reluctant to sapport Atari is because of software piracy. 
there is an article Ina recent edition of Atari Bxplorez 
warning Atarians of the possible extinction of the 8-bit Atari 
because of piracy. Frankly, this Atarian doesn't buy their 
argunent. But first I would like to comment on ay feelings 
conceraleg piracy. 


I belleve that one should buy any comercial software that one 
uses. After all, if you have done any programing at all, you 
will realize that a lot of work goes iato writing and 
developing good software (even writing bad software involves a 
lot of vork!) hose involved with the developrent aad 
parketing of softvare deserve to be supported and paid a falr 
price for their vork. Unfortuneately, one can not be sare 
that any piece of software is right for their parposes without 
hands on experience vith the program. fhis is where belonging 
to a user's groop cores in handy! I was able to determine 
that Synfilet was the database for ay purposes by checking it 
out from the library of ay user's groap. Another alternative 
would be to borzow the program from a friend or at least try 
it out on their equipsent before you take the plunge and 
purchase the softvare. 


Part of the piracy problem cores from the abuse of prograas 
and hardware desingned to aid the user in aking back-op 
copies of their prograas. You do have a right to back-ap your 
softvare in case it accidently gets damaged. This vould be 
less necessary If the developers vould stop copy protecting 
their programs. If they voold take this step, honest 
custorers could easily back-ap theic software and then there 
would be no need for software ox hardvare that has this 
function, The software developers could thea prosecute the 
developers of such products because there would be no 
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legitimate use for such products! the other step they need to 
take is to make sare that the softvare Is resonably pricedi! 
If the software is priced appropriately to the cost of the 
bardvare involved, most users will choose to buy it aad recieve 
full docunentation of the program plus factory sapport of the 
software. . 


As far as piracy being the reason for the lack of support of 
the &-bit Atari's, I do believe that piracy is a concer, but 
not the sajor reason for this lack of support. The devolpers 
jast vant to support as few compoters as possible for their ova 
econonic reasons. After all, it is a lot cheaper for then to 
develope and prodace as few versions of their software as 
possible. So, keep puttiag pressare on the companies that have 
software that should have a version for the Atari. this tactic 
has vorked in the past and can still work in the futore. 


As far as the life of the 8-bit is concerned, well, Atari vill 
eventually stop making them. But the 8-bit will be kept alive 
by its loyal users, jast as several other orphans have been 
when they were discontinced. 


DISCLAIMER 


BRACEBITS is published moathly by B.R.A.C.B. (Bluegrass Region 
Atari Computer Bathusiasts) of Lexington Kentucky. All 
contents, unless othervise noted, are public domain and 
available for duplication. This newsletter is created by and 
for dues paying members of 8.2.A.C.8. [t is also available on 
an exchange basis with any other Atari users group. either 
B.R.A.C.B. nor BRACEBITS is affiliated vith the Atari Corp.. 
Atari and the PUJI syabol are registered trademarks of Atari 
Corp. Any reference to aay tradesark should be so noted and is 
acknowledged. he articles In this newsletter are the opinions 
of the authors and do oot necessarily reflect that of the 
officers or the group. 


Any dues paying neaber of B.2.4.C.B. may submit an article to 
the editor for publication, The deadline for submissions Is 
the first Tuesday of the month the newsletter Is due ont. 
Articles aay be edited and/or published at the discretion of 
the editor. Articles may be mailed to Hal Bason, 258 &. High 
St. #9, Lexington, KY 40508 or sabmitted via aoden to HOMBLIMK! 
BBS (606)271-5468. Ataxi¥riter is the preferable foraat, bat 
any ASCII format vill be acceptable. 


B.R.A.C.8. Beets the third Tuesday of the month at 7:04 p.a. 
the site of the meeting each month vill be In room MN 263 
University of Kentucky Medical Center. the public is velcone 
to attend our meetings bat access to the Ilbrary and the 
newsletter are limited to dues paying meabers of 8.8.4.C.5. 
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PRESIDENTIAL SUITE 
By Phillip 6. Taylor 


It’s 1988. This Presidential Suite is going to deal with 
where BRACE will be going in the coming year. We have a 
challenge this year and I hope that all of the embers will be 
up to that challenge. Qur challenge this year is to grow and 
develop. To do this we need everyone’s help. I think we all 
are in agreement that BRACE is a worthwhile organization. 
What we need to do this next year is to build on the 
foundations that have been laid and become the best group we 
can be. Two things are necessary for this growth to develop. 


1. More Meabers 
2. More Participation 


Qur aeabership has declined. Many of the first seabers have 
not rejoin. We need to find out KHY? Some seabers bought new 
Non-atari systeas. Some of thea indicated that work was the 
reason why they changed. But sany gore still own their Ataris 
but did not rejoin. We need your help as members to find out 
why sove former @eabers have not rejoined. Then tell the 
officers their reasons. 1 hope that we can address the 
probleas, if any with the group and get them back as members. 


Meabers need to get their friends to support Atari computers. 
Let’s face it, Atari is one of the best computers out on the 
aarket. Show your friends how you use your computer and get 
thea to give Atari a try. This is particularly true with the 
new ST’s. If you know a person getting ready to buy a 
computer. Ask that person to check out the new ST’s. Then get 
thea join BRACE. 


As a group, we also need to develop a asembership program to 
entice the non-member atarians to join up. I think we have a 
lot to offer and I think it is tiae to let our light show. As 
a result of this the officers will be taking the names of 
people who are interested in working on a promotion committee. 
It will be their task to promote the club with the public and 
work with area merchants in promoting Ataris. I am tired of 
people griping about not having Atari software availible. It 
is tiae that we, as group, took action to change the 
merchant’s minds about Atari. If each Atarian wrote to each 
of the aerchants who sell computers and expressed an interest 
in buying Atari items, we may get results. It will be this 
cosaittee’s responsiblity to coordinate this effort. 


If sore Atari’s are sold, then aore Atarians will need to join 
our group for support. Since the Atari’s will more than 
likely be 16 bit computers, Gur group will look to our newly 
formed ST sig to help out these members. We aust support 
these computers if our group is to grow. 


The seabership will also be called upon to participate in our 


upcoming activities. Let’s face it, those that participate get 
their goney’s worth out of their dues. Those that do not, aiss 
out. If this group is a pool of knowledge about Atari 
computers, we need sore people putting their knowledge in the 
pool. You can “get in the swig” by writing an article on your 
favorite software, or not so favorite software. You can give a 
demonstration on software or hardware. Or just ask questions 
at the meeting or send in your questions to BRACE bits. I’a 
sure that someone in the group will have an answer. 


Regarding participation, I know that you are busy. But I doubt 
if any of you are busier than the President or Vice President 
of BRACE. Presently, my schedule consists of going to Law 
School full time, working at the University of Kentucky 
Facilities Management Systea full time as a computer operator 
and night dispatcher and working for the Labor Cabinet 
part-tiae, writing worker’s compensation legal briefs on behalt 
of the State of Kentucky. I am also the Sysop of HOMELINK!, 
avid atarian, and husband. I am also President of BRACE and 
the Assistant Editor of Bracebits. Your Vice President is a 
full tiae teacher and also runs a large paper route each and 
every morning seven days a week, rain or shine. He is also a 
father, avid Atarian, Co-sysop of HOMELINK! and Editor of 
Bracebits. The fact is, we all have things that we do. But | 
believe that if you try, you could spend a little tiae each 
aonth helping out your club. 


Well, quess I71} get off the soapbox now. I hope to see you at 
the next aeeting. 


COPYRIGHT AND SOFTWARE 
By Phillip 6. Taylor. 


NOTE: THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE 15 NOT INTENDED NOR SHOULD BE USED 
AS LEGAL ADVISE. THE AUTHOR IS NOT A LICENCED ATTORNEY AT 
THIS TIME. THE CONTENT OF THE ARTICLE IS THE ACADENIC 
PERCEPTIONS OF THE AUTHOR REGARDING THE SUBJECT OF COPYRIGHT 
AND SOFTWARE. SHOULD THE READER FEEL THAT HE OR SWE IS IN 
NEED OF LEGAL ADVISE IT 1S SUGGESTED BY THE AUTHOR THAT THEY 
OBTAIN ADVISE BY A PROPERLY LICENCED ATTORNEY-AT-LAW, 


All users of software are in contact with copyright laws. 
Each user usually has a collection of software at his or her 
disposal. This article will explore the subject of copyright 
and software, what a user can and cannot do under the 
copyright right laws of the United States. 


First, it aust be noted that copyright laws are federal laws 
as opposed to state laws or local ordinances. This aeans that 
violation of the copyright laws is a federal offense, 
prosecuted by Federal attorneys, enforced by the FBI and/or 
Federal Marshalls. 


Copyright is the right to control or profit froa a literary, 
artistic or intellectual production. Congress has the 
authority to establish copyright laws due to ARTICLE I, 
Section 8 of the Constitution of the United States which 
states: 7 ar 
“The ‘Congress shall have power...to promote the progress 
of science and useful arts by securing for liaited 
times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to 
their respective writings and discoveries. 


There are basically 2 types of copyrights in our system. 1 is 
coagon law copyrights and 2 is statutory copyrights. 


Cosaon law copyrights are those that attach automatically to 
an ites that the author is working on. It only lasts, 
however, until the itea is published. At that tiae, it 
becoaes a part of the public domain. 


This obviously liaits the use of a comaon law copyright since 
it really only protects works in progress and unpublished 
works. Therafare congress has passed a law or statute to 
address these problens, 


The statute that addresses these problems is TITLE 17 of the 
United States Code. The necessary elegents to establish a 
copyright are: 


1. Notice 

2. Application 

3. Deposit of copies 
4. Payaent of Fee 


The notice aust appear on the title page or first page of a 


beok or under the title heading. This means that on the first 
title screen of a piece of software, a copyright notice should 
appear. 


This establishes a claim for copyright. To perfect this claia, 
an application aust be made to the Register of Copyrights in 
Washington D.C. 2 complete copies of the best edition of the 
work gust then be deposited with a copyright office or with the 
Register. Then the necessary ainigal fees aust be paid. 


The aost iaportant portions of this process are the notice and 
the deposit of the copies with the Registrar since no legal 
action for enforcesent can succeed until this occurs. 
Twentieth Century Fox Files Corp. VY. Dunnahoo 437 F2d 1338 (CA. 
Cal. i981). Also if the deposit is not made within a 
reasonable tine a fine can be levied against the owner of the 
copyright and such inaction may result in the copyright being 
voided. 


WHAT CANNOT BE COPYRIGHTED? 


It has been established long ago that ideas and facts cannot be 
Electronics, 472 F2d 607 (CA It]. 1982). The real probles 
when this tenant of law is applied to software is that 
software, in large part, is ideas. This problem is tough to 
sort out. Is it merely the program code that is copyrighted? 
Is it , as one court found, the “look and feel” af the product, 
Litchfield V. Spielberg 734 F2d 1352 (CA Cal. 1984) 


Most software is written to solve a problea. Usually the sore 
successful the software in solving the problema the aare 
valuable the software is. However, in response to siailar 
prableas, siailar solutions say be found. The intent of the 
law is to progote and protect the interest of the author so 
that the author will feel free to write and develop 
intellectual properties. A qreat danger can develop if the 
laws are used against people who use the ideas af those that 
develop software in order to develop their awn software. A 
liberal application of the law could result in stagnation of 
software development due to the fear of sanctions under the 
copyright laws. 


Next aonth, I will cover the problemas of copying commercial 
software, some santions available to software publishers, and 
the probleas of enforcing the present copyright laws. 


About the Author 

Phillip Taylor holds an Associate Degree in Real Estate, a 
Bachelors Degree in Political Science and Philosphy, and is 
presently a Juris Doctor candidate at the University Kentucky 
of College Law, Class of 1988. He is also a Staff Assistant at 
the University of Kentucky presently assigned to the Facilities 
Management System and operates a Honeywell Delta 9400 computer. 
He is also a Law Clerk for the Labor Cabinet, Division af 
Special Fund, Litigation Departaent. 


The H5-D05 Choice 
by Dan Claudy 


Some time ago, I promised Phil I would write an article about 
the differences between an ATARI and an IBM or compatible so 
that those other members who might be considering "moving up" 
to an IBM type machine would have a starting point for 
comparison. Well, as you all know, other tasks come up and 
doing something for the user group takes a back seat and the 
article was never written. Feeling badly about not supplying 
the goods after promising to do so, I now take vordprocessor 
in hand. 


As I alluded to above, this article is really a comparison 
between the ATARI machine and MS-DOS machines. A MS-DOS 
machine is an IBM or IBM compatible and is so named due to its 
use of the MS-DOS operating system. What makes me an expert? 
Well, I was an avid ATARI user for over two years in which 1 
not only ran applications programs, but I also programed in 
ATARI BASIC, Microsoft BASIC and ADVAN BASIC. I also tried ny 
hand at programming in ACTION! and assembler. I kept a 
budget on my ATARI and my checkbook register. Applications I 
used included a spreadsheet, a database and a wordprocessor. 
Now I do most of that and more on an IBM XT compatible. None 
of this makes me an expert, but I am familiar enough with both 
machines to give an insight to those straddling the fence with 
respect to buying an MS-DOS machine, 


I have to make this a multi-part article due to the points [ 
wish to cover. Although I have outlined those parts, I have 
not written the whole article, and I am unsure as to how many 
of these parts I will include in each part. It is not 
possible, therefore, to tell you how many parts to expect. It 
is possible, though, to let you know what I plan to cover. 
Here is the outline: 


* the Computer - Its Outside Physical Appearance 
_ * The Computer - Its Internal Makeup 
* p0S - What It Is and What It Isn't 
* BASIC Anyone? 
* Applications programs 
t Utility Prograas 
* Summary 


This month, I will introduce you to the MS-DOS machine. 


The Computer - Its Outside Physical Appearance 


Let's face it. We Americans do have a habit of scrutinizing 
the superficial. When meeting people for the first time, we 
often look at their physical appearance first. Usually, when 
we buy a car, we buy based upon its looks. Its the old 
cliche’ about judging a book by its cover. Because of this, I 


have chosen to describe the H5-DOS machine in this first 
installment, as it is different from an ATARI. 


Talk about different! The key board for an MS-DOS machine is 
nearly as big as an ATARI G00XL, 800XL or 130X8. It measures 
18"X 7" X 11/2" and includes a numeric key pad. It also has 
ten or twelve function keys depending upon the model as well as 
Alt and Ctrl keys. 


The buzz word as far as size of these computers is concerned is 
"footprint". The footprint is the amount of square inches the 
machine takes up on a desk top and normally only pertains to 
the box containing the CPU. Most people don't mention the 
height of a machine. An XT type is 19" wide by 16" deep by 5 
1/2" high. The AT box is bigger. Of course that's a 
ridiculously large box to just put a CPU chip into, but the 
case also houses disk drive(s) and other chips. (More on that 
when we talk about the internal makeup). 


The last component of the MS-DOS machine is the display. Like 
an ATARI, you can use your TV, a composite color monitor, an 
RGB color monitor or a monochrome monitor. Unlike your ATARI, 
it is costly to be able to hook any of these upon receipt of 
the machine. (Again, more on this when we talk about the 
internal makeup). 


That's it for this month. The two types of machines are 


definitely different in appearance. The MS-DOS machines take 
up more room, believe it or not, than most modestly equipped 
ATARI systems. Wext month, I'll take on the internal makeup of 
the MS-DOS machines as well as DOS since the two go hand in 
hand. 


MINUTES 


The December meeting consisted of a Christas party at RICK’S 
Place. Quite a few members showed up. During the seeting, 
the winner of our Participation points contest was annouced. 
Joe Tackett won by a aargin of 54 points. The runner up was 
Brian Landers. Joe won 2 pieces of software from Software 
Discounters. Brian won our eternal thanks for a real good 
competition. The participation points were a rousing success 
with a lot of software being donated to the library. 


The library was not present at this meeting so anyone who has 
library materials out should bring them to the next aeeting. 


The officers left the meeting at 9:00 but a few other members 
stayed on and carried on the gerry tradition, 


LIBRARY BITS 


The library is presently undergoing some revisions with the 
help of Chris Dotson. He as been appointed as librarian by 
the Vice President since he seegs to have the motivation and 
the tiae to reorganize the library. We will also be 
instituting an new and ore organized way to get the software 
into your hands at the aeeting instead of the all at once 
Juable we have had. We will be trying out some different ways 
of doing this in the coming aonths so please be patient. 


1988 MEETING DATES 


JANUARY 19 
FEBRUARY 16 
MARCH {5 
APRIL {9 
MAY 17 


JUNE al 
JULY 19 
AUGUST 16 
SEPTEMBER 20 
OCTOBER 18 
NOVEMBER 22 
DECEMBER 20 
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